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June 26, 1969

MIDDLE EAST

"CHANGES IN AN INDIAN VILLAGE"

by McKim Marriott of the University of Chicago. This is the
transcript of the talk that Ambassador Bowles recommended to you,

Marriott discusses the changes since 1951 in a fairly isolated north
Indian village. Although sconomic development has been important,
more significant hag been the change from the villagers' passive
acceptance of their lot to their taking the initiative in the process of
change,
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Washington, DG, 20520 J‘Llrle 20, ]’969

MEMORANDUM TTOR MR, HENRY A, KISSINGER
THE WHITE ROUSE

Subject: '"Changes in an Indian Village," about
which Ambassador Bowles spoke to the
President

buring his call on June 13, Ambassador Chester
Bowles called to the atiention of President Nixon a
study of an Indian village by Proflessor McKim Marriott
of the University of Chicago. President Nixon said he
would like to read it., Inclosed are a summary of that
study and a copy of the paper itsclf,

b ,LA,L ‘. : )‘:ik:_(:‘.l.-.
John 1. Walsh ‘£

Acting Executive Secretary
Enclosures:

1. Summary of Professor Marriott's paper

2., Paper
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Summary of a Paper, '"Changes in an Indian Village"

by Professor McKim Marriott of the University of Chicago

This paper is a study of an Indian village and the changes
that took place in it over a period of 17 years. Professor
Marriott first went to "his" village in 1951. The village

is in Uttar Pradesh, a state easlt of New Delhi. Marriott
found it a conscrvative place, isolated, with the nearest
town 14 miles away and the nearest paved rvoad six miles away.

In 1951 the village had 850 people. Water was inadequate

and the wells were 30 to 40 feet deep. Without electricity
it was raised in leather buckets uvsing the cnergy of men

and bullocks, It was slow hard work to irrigate even a small
holding.

The people ate badly--two times a day, bread, grains, car-
vots and fodder. They talled about how they were not get-
ting enough to eat. Everything was used--leaves were cut
off the trees and fled to the animals,

The govermment had better seeds but the terms were bad and
the farmers said they couldn't use them, that they couldn't
grind the grain with their stone mills, that they didn't
like the taste, etc.

In 1951, 20 people out of the 850 in the village had gone
as far as the fifth grade. About 10% of the village left
it in one generation becausc of a lack of jobs,

In 1968, Professor Marriott went back to his village.

He found that in 1961 the government put in a tube well with
an electric pump. It was very successful. The next year

a power line for private wells was put in. Ten wells have
been drilled since. Each represents an investment of be-
tween $1000 to $1500 (in rupees). They were put in by pri-
vate farmers using credit from the local land bank. :

1962 saw one other change in the village. A farmer moved

into the village who had never lived there before. Backed
by his landlord family in a nearby village he bought 10
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acres in Professor Marriott's village. The new farmer had
experience with the new seeds and fertilizers. He used
them on his new farm and they were successful. The next
year eight or ten other farwmers tried them and were also
successful. TIn 1964 every farmer in the village was try-
ing the new techniques.,

Production has gone up ever since. Farmers in the village
are receiving two to threc times what they were getting in
1951,

The Lirvst thing the people did with their money was to build
five new tomples. They also improved their houses--mud is
belng veplaced by brick and stone. People are also eating
baetter--three times a day instead of two and the diet is
wore balanced--pavticularly with more vegetables,

The new econowy has brought increased employment. With
water available in quantity all year round, fields are never
vacant. The demand for labor has meant that people stay in
the village and in fact the village imports labor. It now
has 407 more people than it had in 1951.

Politically the village has changed., The farmer who started
the changes is now head man of the village. Elections are
hotly contested., The main issues, which weren't even thought
of 16 years ago, concern schools, improved roads, and street
lighting.

Schooling has gone up. Sixteen years ago only 5% of the
children were educated, Now about 507 are going to school.

As a whole, the people have changed. No longer passive,
- waiting to be told, they now offer suggestions and go after
solutions.
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CCHANGES IN AN TN })TAN VILLAGE

Talk by Professor Mciim Marriotr, University of Ch )m.uo ,
()"u}« marsey in New Delhi, ] "'}c, :, ]9 1960 y .

i
§
i

) ain speaking to you about a small bit of evidence which
buppans 1o e inter esting to me because T am a social anth wopologist.
L went in I/ o) 1o Ahuarl District to siudy a village which would
be ahout as congervative a place as J could fine in U, P. -- in

WeSTe U. P, 1t's 100 miles from whore Twas working, ]

thought that 1 would hope o learn from you something »~ perhaps

a little akout the histdry of this area, )

Some of you may be betier acquainted with the larger p;ctm S

. than T am, and I hope I may discover from you some questions
about things that] should be Joo! dng for, as I am nowbmck in that
village for six monthe. 1have been there for six weeks so far

and I have another three months to spend theve. You rnay have
some suggestions aboul things that T should expect to :
find there in the way of changes since 1950~ 52, when I was

pr ewously there, And you may have some ideas about what

makes this sort of thing happen that has happened in this particular

village, | o -

' . S~ : _

_ This wes 2 ver y_conqerv;}twc, g@cc 1 chose it because T was
as far as I could get from a paved 1ooa or railway station, or
city. Itis 14 miles from the neares town -~ Algarh clty -~ 14
miles South of Aligarh., It was gix miles from any road ~- and
still is six miles fnom any rmd It was Lbc:“x_ algora-very conservative

place .
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~ The technology of the village when | fifet drrivered there -- actially
spring of 1961 -~ was mostly based on barley and field peas, gram,
some oilseced crops; it was unimproved bagic wheat, and the ‘
yicld was by our standards poor. The villagers thought they Were
doing quite well, however; they thought they had very good land..
They did have a shortage of waler. The water was 30 feet down
in (e pround, if not 40 as it was in somao places. They could gat
the water up to their crops only by lowering leather buckets and
yaising thom agein by the Jabor of several men and bullocks o
lift those very heavy buckets. And very slow work it was, to irrigate
the average holding. 2 - '
., The average lapdholding was fairly small, around nine or ten
L aeren. And thore were about 850 people in the village then, There
sore 55 o 40 principal tenents in the village. It was a landlord
village ot the time, Most of the farmers in the village were Brahmin
by caste, ~
The people were not geiting very much food, They were
always talking ahout how they were nop getting cnough food to eat.
‘This was in 1951, They ate twice a day, Théy had roti, bread,
grain food. In the morning they would cat caryots in the ficld,
and some of the fodder crops they would nibble at, and have a litlde
I - puttermilk if they had milk in the house, | S
- About a third of the crops were sold outside for cash -- grain
- crops. Prices were yising at that tie, and landlord tepures were
- being abolished, in the year I was there, with a great deal of official
- pressure. That is, the administrators of the province, the
. - collectors and assistafit collectors, etel, were coming in and
Lo demanding that the tenants pay 10 times their annual rent in order
.to buy out the landlord and become permanent OWRErs with
transferable rights. The tenants did not want to bay 10 times thelr
rent, and were threatened by all sorts of court procecdings
to pay that money, and €vén sO mMOst of them ultimately did.

 People felt very dependent on government officials, worried

about them, concerned about what government might do to them.
In 1952, after looking at the technology of the village, I wrote the '
paper in which I said I thought there was a very narrow margin for -

g e e o

realizing....

o .

.

.. No Objection To Declassification in Full 201 1/04/28 : LOC-HAK-430-5-9-9



No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-430-5-9-9

| . |
i L vLon e
yealizing the chaiiges that wore being proposed.  There were, of
.COurse, Sele 1c‘cm‘ ahout commuunity dcvcbmc. tin 1952, These
ideas waoer e gettng started.  The Ford IF cmubhow came in at that
time and Ensininger threw some jdcas around. Apower project
had been begun, and there were sugzestions about improved
practices, But it scemmed to me that what we had in 1950~ 52

there was a kind of overdeveloped sitwation fn which there just
wasn't any margin,

say overdeveloned wather than underdeveloped because

everyihing was being used o the utmost, 1 you went to the
village in the hot weather in the month of M:*y you would {ind
every blade of grass dug up by the roots and fed to the animals
hecause fodder was so scarce. You would find just & few fodder
Crops standiag th that tine, because the {armaers were still
busy threshing their cropg from the winter harvest, It ook a
long, time o do the threshing, and they didn't have the lm]lcwl"s

to raise water for much that might have grown in tlu hot weathe

verything was very scaree. 'I'hc: Jeaves ware cut off trecs
and fed o the animals as fodder, Bvevy last caloric seemed to
be extractad from the environrment, and the manure, of course,
was belng used in the fields when it could be. 1 say "of course’
because there was a belief that farmers in the Ganges valley
gener a]ly didn't know about the value of tings like manure., The
farmers did know about it, It was just that it was neeessavy to
“burn a good part of it as fucl, becausc there was no other source
of fuel, ! ' -

t

“There had been seeds around In government seed stores for
some time, It secmed (o me that thelr objections 1o using
the secds were quite reasomble, m&ause the terms of credit were. o
‘very difficult. lhcy had to repay in kind on the date required,
or else they suffered severe penalties. The seeds they were
offered were, in any case, seeds they didn't think they could use,
They could't grind the grain in their stone grinding-mills in their
homes; they said Lmyd idn't like the straw that grew underncath tae

erain (these were two-thirds subsistence fariners who were .

eating ...

hd -
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mt ng thelr own grain); aﬂd t zcy had to have Qomctmn’f thej
?mme] could cat, too; the varictics offercd to thiem were not

suitable; they didn't like t‘nc—‘; h—;._vte of the new wheat, and 50 O

So they werce not going 1o use vary much of this, and the .

yiclds were not eally
3

7

that much better.  Ir gecmed 1O Me that,

neverihcless, they had Jooked arous A at these possibilitics; hat
)

1

they were yeady for teehnologica 1 fmprovements if somenow they

could be made feagible and if they © ould get some of thesc .

{raprovainents on a bagig where th  could trust the supplier and
whore he (‘oulo give ther necessavy flex tht) in s,d]*‘ng; the crop.

1'ha L\\'m the sitt ’itio*l apd the social organlza tjon of the
b

village, T

1]()&1](1 ;.)U}

out 31, because it was a very

s a
¥ mhi jonal village with )1‘ (hff{; ent castes arnong 850 people.

A couplc of Jandlords had 1a
of course, collecting taxes and put

e shares o the village produce,
ut

in the 13/ peckets. but there was an (Tm* hen of about 25 per cent
of the pu)mr"uon mat controlled all productive Yesources of the

village. The
on tnO%c people for a hvmu and on cach other. a

ting poJ tion of that money }
l

remainder of the pmml”ij(m was entirely dependent |

{

The other pooalc 1 the village of many other castes were then

woxking ag servants for the ]undu\meas ritual servants of many

kinds; . Jaou(. 15 different kinds of ritual services were provided in

“the village
_ socwlug ists,

The Hindu jajmani system, as it is called (by

at least) wag certainly well exemplificd in that

village, A]l sorts of little things, little bits of perfume, little bits
of massaging and dusting, and obeisances of various kinds; small
gifts oiven to the ser vawt , barbers, pottex's, and carpénters,
and so on; several mfier qt Jnde of religious mendicants, all

of them tying to make a lwinv off the farmer.

The farmer really dida'’ thave & ¢reat oeal of sur plus, but

they did divi

ide it up according to uaclmonul shares -- little .

bits of food going to each one of these servarnts. There was then a

kind of patronage system which was under strain because the

 farmers didn't really have what it took 1o $Upport & all the other
“hungry people in the village, who wer e, Lradltlonnlly relatively

- hereditarily clmcndom on them. | L

-

There ...

-
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There was a rather tght factional situation in the village at
the thne, with a pair of op WOCEW alliances, one led by the
Brahmin group In the vm,z:m. They had ¢rouble uniting o any
cnc candidate for election or any kind of jssue -~ they usually

CTound themselves divided into groups of equal perties , reaily,
but they did sometimes unite against the opposite faction, which
vag ed by one of the resident Vlllug’,&. landlords, a Jat. H > had
a gnall group, but of his own caste, and his own caste was divided, .

bm ne had a large alliance among some of the low castes,

’

._, It was a. mmky elliance, because then his resources were not
? sallicient to really support his followers very well, So there
v 2 constant sort of fightivg, there were a great many cases
Iihe courts, a great many cases brought by one faction against
tho ather, }’ ale)! }IC‘ were sometimes taking  thelr sticks in thelr
Bands and ye Umrv at each other, but ever },nmy was spending & gieat
deal of time in the courts, figh tmcl over Hitle 1)110 of things like
whosc buffalo walked into whosce fic Id, and s0 on - rather
trivial, butmaking it very difficult for the vil]_:zgc council to get
| anything c:onc. o

Oi course, the council had very fow powers then, thouzh
& panchayat/had been passed in U, P, In the old village council
e Brahmins, with the majority of the power in the village with
thelr land Corm‘ol were elfectively carrying on the vlh% e council's
business by t’xunqblv\q and putting an official stamp on wha tever

they chose to do with the OppOalElOﬂ of the other faction,

1 might say a liede about the religion of the village, too,
the other cultural features. Everyihing was oral thea.
here were very, very few literate pecple in the village --
few up to the 5th standard, perhaps 20 people in the village
gone as far as the {ifth grade out of 850, and there were no
te women in the village at the time. Stories were told on
L€5tl\1€11 ~- there were old women telling stories -- they
had to look in a book to tell anmm/ a stor y, all in their
Only a couple of landlords had beoks, and they only had -
‘two sacred boo ¢ in their houses, IR o
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The festivals were abour 15, and most of them were-very

hard to connect with anything that you'kpow in the way of fainous

Indian feativals. Take a day like Diwali, and you couldn't find
in the village anything that really quite agr ced with what the'

hooks say people are celebrating.  Diwali has become & little
tradition. i oral radition they have thelr own stories and thelr

Sour or five different characters in thelr astories that don't
Sappear in any of the indu sacred books, but they were the reason

fo1r celebrating that festival, and the others were i like that.

The kind of siories people told-were dependency stories very '
mneh, like being good and getting along well with the gods, belng
pood to your relatives, and profiting with viviue acoruing to you
for dolng so, or a woman worshipping her nushand and bringing
i buack 1o Life after death, and so on. And then there was one
Gy Bwhiich everything was upsot. All tize storics about how the
costen hehaved and wonen hehaved and the Jower people hehaved

“genorally to their masters were umed upside down at Holi,

o sprivg festival, a very intense Saturnalin of about 5 days in which
everybody did the opposite. The wornen beat the men and the
low cagtes threw mud on the high castes and ever ybody got high

. on pot.

It was a nice kind of well-balanced social system, and it kind
of delighted me as an anthropologist.  But obviously, 1am sure
that Doug Ensminger coming here, 0¥ Ambassador Bowles coming

here, would find a great deal of other things to say than, "This

is 2 nice village, © They might have sald there was a great deal
of yroom for improvaement, o

I might just say a litidde more about education. People tended
to get pushed out of that village because there wasn't enough, and
those who did get educated lelt the village. 1 found about 10 per cent

‘of the population leaving the village, which may be some kind

of assessrment or evaluation of how things were in the village.

- In one eenceration 10 per cent of the conle had emigrated {rom
& L [

h )

the village, and some of them werre able to get an education to

- help them get along in the urban world, the ougside world, Most

- . ... ofthem....

)

L . .
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of thein hadn't been able 0 get an education to do g0, but thexre
- was a notioh that if you really didn't have any land you'd betier
- -get a little education instead and get out of the village so that you
-could keep on eating, - |

Well, T went away from this village for sixtecn- and-a-hali-years,
Yocad the newspapers a litde, and I had a few letiers from the |
_ _ viltege in the meantime. I didn't know much about what was going
" 77 on; but whea 1 read the newspapers 1 only hoard about prohlems.
 Uhings were tervible. Community projects were very slow in
getting started and not adequate, personnel and supplies were very
aemree, and, well, Tdidn't think that much would happen in this
village of mine under those circumstances, because it was a sort
el bnckwater on the edge of an adminiswative arca and got very
Tirle attention from any officials, Very few of tiem ever got
thure, because it was always that six miles was just a litile bit
. o for o come on a bicycle or walk unless the official stopped
rrondeide villages,  So not much, 1 thought, would happen, and
I noticed that the Intensive Agricultural Developinent Project
thet the Ford Fourdation had indtiated in Aligarh Disurict around
1961-62 had been assessedt as rather a bad job and hadn't
turned out to be very rewarding, and it was pulled out after five
yeéars in the field so it Jooked like a pretty dismal aica that.]

T

i AA - .
) C wasg going to find, : V )
| B - well, let me tell you a litde about the changes that cccurred,

: in rapid sequence. There had been the Villege Panchavat Act

- n 1951 which would set up the village council. Nobody wanted

. - toxun for village council while I was there, and the returning officer
¢ would come in and say, well, now, who do you want, and nobody

' ‘would hold up his hand, and ke would say how about who's

got some lend here, and he would ask some other questions, who
were the elders, and he would write down some naimes and say,

. 1 .now you have to buy a one-rupee ticket in order to be a candidate .
- for election, and nobody would want to pay the rupee. They S
“were very reluctant to get into politics at all, and they thought it

was some kind of a hoax, and they would balk, and they would sit,
“around and say [ have paid two rupees or one rupee and now what
~~-you see, this is all nonsense. R

. .
s Lo .
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- That was 1951-527 and then there was a /mmm ayi abolition,
I told you how the tenants did not want to have zamindari abolished;

at Jeast, they didn't want to have it abolished if they had to pay

anytning for it The Government of U, P, was ver y interested S
price for development-fund purposes,
off the Jandlords, They hoped to get a”

g money, and the tenants waere very

ing a lot of strain between the officials

They were pledged to pay o

good deal of return from th

:rc*hr*"mt and it was produ
and tenants in the effort,

%
_r
I
i
Luc

In 1958, after 1left the village, T leeined by a letter from
the village that the lands had been consolidated, There were about
150, T believe; it was small plois in the village at the time,
and they were consolidated to something like half tat numbe
Thot seemed interesting, 1 expected Iﬂu ¢ would be a great’
deal of quarreling over that one, because hardly anybot U s happy
whei e has to trade his land in for some other land.

T 1961, now, Y'mn Lcllmo you what I learned when 1 came
back to'the vi Thgc, the fivst government tuhe-well was put in.
It was bored successfully, a lot of water came out.of it, and 1
think it wag 1962 or, now, 1963, that the first power line came
tnromn mm would allow power (0 other far mers who wanted 1o

se it, perhaps, for twhe-wells, Well, the firs t private tube-well

was built in 1962 using the government tube-well line, and since
then eight or ten private tube-wells have been built m the villace

oL

“between 1962 and 1968, Each one of these represent an investnent

of something jike seven to eleven thousand supees, with credit
from the local land banks, I believe (I am not quite sure of details).
-But in 1962 also another important event occurred. A farmer
moved into the village who had never lived there bafore -~ a

‘relative by marriage to some people who had lived there . o

before -~ who hought about 10 acres of land in the village, and
he was an ex-landlord rimself from another part of the distr ict,

- where he had & large lamlorc fanhlv backing him up.
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ie had tricd some improved socds and some kinds of new
fertilizer in 1961 .in that village, and in 19672 he wied it in.my
village, and it was quite succesoful.  The next year cight or ten

_other Brahmin farmers tried it, and thay were succes .m) In

1963 ever }‘Dbdy'v.'ﬂb falling ovcx nimeelf o gt the new ¢ seeds

Cand nes fertilizers.,

<

The deimonsiration of this by one yillagor who had t M n
the inivative was extremely convincing, and tubo-wells were

- peginning to go up, "80 that here was woter, and the new sceds

and fertilizers could be handled about &s fd( ¢ ag thay could be
(")M sned., So the tube-wells kept on building. FPaimers say
they can aportize the cost of one of theae 18TEC tuba we ll
fawvestnents, many of o, in eq little ag three yoars, 0 it
{5 ohviously a very profitable thmg{ :

Theiy pro h\(,uun has grone Up + Tam not sure of the exact
fiowe, Tam gulx v out in January o do ¢ )mlr more detailed
survey on this - Cbut the y say thoy ave geiting at lenst twice wmt

they were gatting helfore, and they are certad ﬂy cotting more tha

Cwwice the money they were getting hefore, hocaus ¢ prices have

been yising all dl(mw "The price is about thred times.  The prices
were vising in the early years be fore a1l these new technological
improvements came . 1 am really talldng about-what hanpemd
in the last eight yea]s w- that is, a sixtecnnand-a-hall-year gap
in my knowle Az ze of the village -- but in the early part of that
16-year per jod pmc es were rising. |

The first thing the people did was build up five.new temples

_in the village, Tncsc were not very big tamples -~ they cost

less than Lal? what a tube-well cost.  This is the interes sting

kind of thing, they were beiug built on through this peried, but
some of them were started then. There hadn't been any temnples
in the village -~ only one very unimportant little structure, but

- the five new ones went up ard are v‘“‘y much vsm But more
. sbouc that later. : |

They .....

L - R
-
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‘They would thcn buy soe other things., They put a lot
_ o, of money into new secds yight away, into fertilizers, o water,
co 7 end into whatever it took to get the new crop started,  There are
-a Jot of new crops in the village. Barley has gone way down.
Vheat has.come up ~~ it was *lways coming up for the last 30
- years, it came up in another spurt, but it was also accompanied
by a Jot of corn [ nuu.c:], and this W”—? a grain which was never
-used for human food in 1952, but it is now the principal grain in
the village. » . - -

This interested me -~ people were so fussy about exactly how
the wheat tasted, and then they switched all the way over to corn.
Most ever ybody eats corn every cny They found out it was :
cheaper ~- that was the explanation they gave, and then they got
wred to it They got a very good yicld -~ bhad some very goad
pecds, There was a lot of sugarcane -~ there was practically

noge in 1962, and now thc'y get a very good yic’]ci A lot of cotton
i hema grown, a lot of sweet poratoes, and about 20 vegeiable
cropd,  They hardly had any vegetables at all in that vﬂl"c ¢ 16
Years zmo People used the ]c,.r.w. 5 of the mustard-oll plar'm, but
they didn't grow the vegetables as such cxoept potatoes and carrotg,
: -~ which they used for animal fodder. But now there are a '
Lo lotof new vegetables in the village.

People are eating theee times 2 day instead of two, and they
~are eating a vich diet.  They are cating less ghee, but they
-are‘ eating & lot more vegetables and a IOL more grain than Lh&..y
wer It is apparent \‘mm vou look at the landless laborers in
the vﬂhcre, o1 anybody, but cspeed: My at the people who were
. tying to get laborer jobs and were generally su CC&:’C(IIDE}, only
: . &bout half the year A man could get about 150 daye: of work on
- the average in the village then. ﬂm ¢ was a lot of unemployine )
- Now the laborers are all e nployed and they ave all eating as a |
result. They are employed all year and every day, because
&8 800N as one crop comes out of the ground they switch the
ullockoowcr around to plough rlg 1 up enf’ start sowing a new one

-

. -

; ' SO ceee
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_ So yod don't sce a My ey pty fields. h always bas standing crops
Arnd it's always got people weeding those crops and watering those
crops, and of course they are watering t.ncm a lot more than they
were before.s There is a great increase in the labor demaund. Lahor
is being imported into thu village. I met one farmer looking around
the c:fty'u'yii"r to find somebody to bring back. He wanted o start
& new tube-well and he wanted several labor cirs to work on '1]1 the

water that was going to turn out and he couldn’ L und anyhody i the
village, ' ‘ '

The village, then, has increascd i pmuhtwu as you would )
expect in an intensive agricultural region that is producing a lot
moire. Tt now hag about 40 per cent moire people in it than it had
X¢ years ago, These are partly relatives, partly immigrants in
virious categories that came in.  Children have grown up instead

of dying; as you can sce, the infant moy Luhny is UUH cxtremely .
hig ), medical sey vices have not changed, but people are moving

fn, nd even unr’e ]cH.CCl people are also com ng in to the village and
they aue finding work, ' '

Anjmale have gone up in numbcx, "1 haven't got the exact coung,
but the lf"nc:: are 1now, in some 'v-Llu ,oquite crowded with budffaloes

. givinf' that good rich milk, and tlu y veren't thﬁre hefore, and

especially in the POOLET SeC tions or the village you see quite a lot

of them. A lot of people, a lot of faviners say hey want to huy

more buffaloes or other animals like that, They don't want to
drink a Jot of milk, because they are interested in-saving up

money so that they can add some more tech uoloncal improvements

to their land. )

_ I'hcy are still mmkmcy of new and better ways to do thin
They haven't got so mmy new ideas in mind now as they had bef

: ore
but a lot of people are talking about (ractors and some are talking

about getting machmc that wnl do all er}da of fmzcy things like

make {ce-cream or sometihing like that, you know. They have

cotton gins right now. They thC electric mills that grind all the

grain in the vﬂho"c,. VeLy little is ground in the household. It is

only some spe cial cooking items that are 81 ound by the women in IR
the homes.’ = -

Each.... o

-
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Each woman hasg about another onc-and~thice- ouzﬂ ter hours

T T g day of thine'in which she can do something else. They don't
pave 1o get up so ear ly and there is even that clecivic threshing-
meacline which does o fajr amount of grain, but nothing ke most
of the g)f" The houses are very noticea o}y different.  The clothing
and all of those things arce muc,h hnproved, People are wearing
aweaters in the winter; they didn't before, here was all cotion
clothing., 1 ihink one or two landlovds had woolen cloths, woolen S
jeckeis, and things like that, but now lots of people bave woolen
clothing -~ scarves and sweaters and 0 on, and he BOUSES are now
ahout 40 «- new steel and brick and stone buildings ju the village
thit there weren's before. Some of these are very beautiful
Lowsses, some of thain are for living.  Pr c""\riomly they were mostly
e nen's houses with a presentation sort of front, with pe ople
Jiving somevhere else in a mud hovge hehind,

3 Of course, ¥ think mud houses are much betier b 1y1“ elf.

- " They are cooler in the summer and warmer in thr' vinter than
| brick houses are, but the vitlagers there 3' aried COLH})u W it
me. They think brick houses are the thing, - :
"This has meant a great deal of work for the carrying trade.

‘The potiers are doing ’:‘\Lt‘mnely well, 1 thought they would be

~out and finished because of urban coz*npeti‘cion, cheaper prices
in the bazaar, and so on, In fact, they are rm]:w a lot of pots,
-and they are more than evcryumw else car Lymcr those by’ icks

L ~and carrying those manures and fertilizers )

“There is a lot more manure, natural mamu e, animal and
ferm-yard manure, and so on, for the fields, because there are
more animals in the village at the same time, and the wood Crops
~are even beglhning to grow up. Fnel ere more trees than there
wer e before. : :

In thosc: hOquD you see all sorts of interesting things that

' werea't there before. Of them a little thing which interested me

1 a 10» is a tulsi ree, t'n 1ehqomly wcx’cc sweet-l Jasxl tree . ,
5 e T - R which....

: .. : AR . W . .
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. wiich stands for Vishnu in various for nf,’ Krishma in this arca
st egpeciallys That has turned wp in dozens and dozens of liouscs:
‘ 'oo there was only one there before.  And you find that the 11k)dbbo

- .},1 Ve @ ].OL moxe clegance about them,

All sorts Of rh'inm“ that suggest a 1ot of civilizing goina on.
P i the hou es you also 1 nd hand-pumps.  Eighty houses have
) hand-pumps.  Nobody takes water out of a kaceha mud well any
- more, )‘.n.n. mo t people were doing so in 1952, In fact, they often
T sald they preferted mud wells., - A great improvement in the
| - protection Trom water-horme diseases is the result, it seems (o
me. (Can't prove this ver, It certainly lonks a lot better than
| it did with those old wells, There je still some o phﬁ i around,
‘ but there was quite a lot Lhm.) : '

“fhe social organization has taken some integes sting turns
() L lhose intercaste relations which were solidified hy fc,auu,nn
- Javgoe feasts gm I ny these farmers at the time of their \.&_.udinggs .
or a deatir in the family ~~ there still do scem to be feasts, but
they do scem to ba' smaller, Wedding partics, people say, are
not so large, and they only stay one day or a day and & half,
instead of tm ce or four as they veed 1o do. So theve is less
that sort of thing, and peul 1aps less chance of the ¢ dstc {0 ex pi ess

their rank ox der, which they do through feasting,.

i
i
i
1

. fam goleﬂ to be lookiz-xo' into this some more, but it does look
o« tome as if something s hao pening tirere, and I have secn some
. very strange groups of pxopk* cating together: Brahmins and
+. - non-Br dhn‘nm cating In the same lne, sitting beside each other,
- which they would never have done before, In fact, 1 was called
in and had a ceremonial dinner at a temple festival of all things,
;| sitting nextto the priest. This couldn't have happened before.
o And SO On. : -

_ ['ho vﬂlace headman was 2 Jat. Infact, he was the man who o
“came in who {irst tried the new seed. He is the new headman of
the village -~ the pecple elected him -~ he Is doing very well.

He has a very nice nevr brlf house which he has gwen me to live in. !

_-.I“I_e..'_.._
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He has completely, almost singlehandedly, abolished the factions -
in the village, because hie had go much largesse to give ouL -~ {he

R S ple N foule) iy h] s profitable enterprises were ¢ uc,h thathecoul pm, '
almost everybody in his pocket.

* He got elected to the Pmic}myat 4 had a lot of Jand to sell out,

because at one point the village commen lands were turned over
_lothe Penchayat  and he gave tham out to lots of people who then

Cbecamne membars of his fm tioi,. He sold them to the low castes:
to the Muslims, who make a_x_ic_c aliznment against the Dralunin
Tfaction, énd at nice ow rates -~ the Braliming ;v( ted that he gave
them @ HWay and pocketed the money, X OOk & IUL of moncy and

)“1’)“ \(1”’1 it, or somecthing hLa that.

In fdct he put in quite a few paved strecss, and built a scliool
(the woof ig falling in, ivis going to necd some more ¢ ttcm’cm)
hut he has plcancﬂ a ]U' oi peo; Sle and they are al) kind of eating out of
Chis hand, But not in any veally dependent way - he has just got a
good political base there,  And the othor faction really does not
_ xist, There are a few discontented poople, but they arve doing
e quite well witl theiy evinding mills and machinery, It is just
that they don't have the land bagse that he has for his power,
4 The village has become very politicized also. Fvcryonc votes
! - in the clection. Itis a great event, When you go to one of these
village pradhan elections -~ 1 did in the next village and they sajd
it was just like that in my village ~- you will find that it is a
festival event. Worner come out in lavge grouns, -and they sing
songs abeut the election just as they do in the old-fashioned _
: fcuuval -~ quite gala, and, so far as | have scen, thesc elcctions
‘ere quite peaceful also. They have a large amount at stake in one
of these, because there js.quite a lot of tax money if you can Cohcd
it. Of course, part of the staying power is not col‘cctmo laves _
80 not ail the taxes g et collect c, but there oob scein to be somet‘ning
gOL[lU' O1l. . o : . : '

-

S The....
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The main public debates are not Vhcther the taxes should be
collec Lcd or not, but it is a choice hetweon school, mpmvcd _
roads in the village, or lighting for the village streets. Those
? ' - arc the hot issues which weven't even giv@n priority to. There
. are o)vmuu‘zj different people of different interests there. |

<

13

There are thes C five new tcmpim,f [ said, in the religious
ficld. There are also about five new fe -4&\’&1(; in the village., You
know, you rnight e.\pwt this to be vather diticrent,. You might
cxpect that with secularization and urbanization and all these
technological changes you would Jose a Yot of that old village
culture, buifive new festivals have startod up and they ayve quite
“village™ in style. There ere folk tales told about them, and

: WOImE are stﬂl telling stovies -~ they have invented a Jot

i of naw stories since f vae there -~ and there is a lot more of that
g tort of tlm;u, there is a lot more partcipation, as far as T can
HEE - TROXE pa.inti_ng;;s; arc being made, '

A great deal of the reli glon is women's religion fn this area
- thiey do these pe intings on the wall for cach festival ~- more

woitien are Cxomg ( and they ave doing nlore claborate ones,
and | was looking “t some of these pajntings and 1 found that their
content has changed quite a bit, o, Jnu ¢ Was one that was
just about the god Narayan and ho'\v he glves food to the earth.
| It ail comes through }mn You worsniped him, and then the earth
; ves fruitiul.  That one has now become a comritice of 8ix.
| . There are six gods in the picture now; the ofer five have turned
! - up. I asked wheler they are proba vly i Nayayans, The other
1
1
:

five are the five Pandava Brothers, and this is very interesting
. . if you know that in this region the Mahabharata, from which
’ the Pandava story comes, was praciically Tnfmown.  Almost all
the stories in the village are from the Ramayana -~ stories about
Krishna, so this is something new, and obviously it has come out of
, _ the schoolbooks that there is really a loud voice about getting
} o educated, o ' o

-

In....
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In fact ahout S50 per cent are geiting educated,  Now. (his
may soun g prefty po% , but it is a great 1mprovcmcrii ‘rom § per
cent, and o all the wyu and gn)‘i of the landed familics -- which
are quite a few, including some of mc lowest cagte »- aile o
getiing eqaucated, Very i fow girls ¢till axe getiing GJUC,Q{.GCI, but
_ there are, I think, something like 25 boys going beyond the 1itin
- gre de novr. »
\
_ Quite a few are going o high school »- golig about §ix
miles, inall dairections, “to verious }m h schools, er ¢ are
about seven OF eight in inter college, using the village as a
doimitory, Come m baclk gvery night. ’Jmu e one In mc, unfversity
vilio commuies 14 miles a aay. ‘The village has become & kind
P of college dovinitory for this new eduda tw FTOUD.

And cvc‘ay landowning family now hag one or two song in high
pehool, whicl has become an absolutely etandard pattein;
fusiond of a maximum of five yeavs for anybody, there js now a new.

- inirmun of 50 per cent of e sons i hich school, and they are
: managing to afford tis. One, the cldest, nlmy hu. to stay on the
. ~land because it is 80 extremaly produc u\fc. So hore we have

prosperity working against cducation, but the brothers are
supposed to work together, “and they do, 2l coinplement
each other, and there is a perfect willingness on the part of many
of these boys 1o come back and epend time in the village and to use
some of their sense on land. |
. .-
I have seen high-school graduates, who ave exiremely bright and
i+ - doing very well In thelr studies, say they really peeferred not 0
] T Lake urban jobs. They preferved the life in the village. ihcy
b ~ thought it was much better,_and they had a better chance of malking
A 2 prosperous living there, too. Well, the village has a kind of pull,
you might say. Prcmouoly it wes a kind of place people worriea
ebout a lot. They were hungry in it, and then they left. Now it's

i " the kind OL a place where ym tnnh very hard before you leave it,
IR because 1L 5 an micr'*f‘ung pm :

o o , | |

| . There.... .
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at thc doors of the block development offices trying te get things
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There is a'lot of expressive education in every sphere, a lot
more literature. There are nine schoolicachers living in the village,
These ave all local boys. Previously there were none. Nine
Sc,hoohe wchers, and lots more would like to be schoolteachers,
They're writing songs about sanitation for their clesses, and
thczy'rc also helping ime very enthusiastically collect village fohlm ¢,

" because now moy realize that there is a differ cnee between standas

language and village language. , v :

They're interested in these village tales. They're old and

Chave never been written dowa before,  There ave also new dr amas,

vew poems, There is a lotmore dramatic activity., 1t has
nltogeilicr become a much more nteresting place to be, and

thene people themselves are very sclf-consciovs now,  All the way
through, } rind that women know 'zbﬂut the different dialects --
vlandard  dialect, villege dialect -~ they know what & gtor y is,
they are willing to tell me stories whon it was very, very difficult
for e to do that 16 years ago, '

There is a kind of awarvenceas that tere 1s som cthing important
in the village, and there is an awareness of how thedr custome
’m'c: different from other people, and a kind of ccceptance of vrban

tandards as different from villepe standacds, and a sense that
me two ought to be related and are rolated, A lot of new things
are coming in, and they're mostly from this kind of high k,vcl OJ.
civilization, but there is Jocal creativity, |

Let me conclude here by uayinw that though 1 thought very
little would have happencd ~= perhaps very be ad things would have
happened -~ to this vlllczoc being located where it was, very
conservative people, pr oud pc’OpL, in fact a great deal

‘has happened, and a great deal has ha")l; ned not divectly, it seems

from the agencies that were most going to promote it, but by tm,

- initiative of the villagers _mcmsclv $ going out and getting the

things.

-

: | . _
Thcy 2o to the seed store, mey run after the VLW and ask

himm what number seed has come in, and whether the fertilizers L

are available at this place or that, and are just constantly knocking

’ a0 - for .... |
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for themselves.  There is a great deal of confidence about this. -
People used to come to me and ask me 1o get things for them, They

bsed to say, "You &re our mother and father, you help ug;"

now they arc telling me what to do, really, They say, "Would
you like 10 get eleciricity to your house? Well, come along, 1
know the man who can get it for you. " And so ey do.

Ju fact, there was one men selling bus tickets in the village on

~the U, P, Government Roadways. e has gotmore power than
cany gezetted ofiicer jn the village, hecause e has given these

bus tickets to the people at the right thnes ~- i the holiday rush,
cte. they all immediately said to me, “You won't get an ’
clecivic conncetion for 8 weeks”, but he gort it for me in six
bows, He was amazed, too, |

But, anyway,- the villagers know how to get things they
want, Tie is one of the "livers" -~ there ave several others in
the village. - They arc prospesous. They kuow so much about
techmology -~ Tjust got a Jetier from my wife, who hought a litile |
land just outside Chicago, and she wag keeping hovses on it
She said she was cloaning out the barn and burning the horse
manure, Whea they heard that (J was teanslating my letter from
home), they said, “Oh, no, that is a great mistake. " 1 will
write back to her, and they all want to know how many horsepower

‘tractors, etc., and she is sending out a catalog for them.

A lot of this does seem to happen on its own power, and it is
a kind of elite ranagement in the villase. The old sacicty
scems to have stepped up pretty much on the initiative of its own
leadershin, with a couple of new ideas here and there, bug mostly
a demonstration that it can vork, and people take over from there.

- And that is my story.

 (This is the transcript of an extemporaneous talk. )
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